In California, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS, formerly the Soil Conservation Service) uses the Textural Triangle Nomograph developed by Austin Erickson (1973) to determine most of the soil erodibility (K) factors for water erosion prediction. This nomograph (Fig. 1 ) superimposes K factor class curves on a textural triangle. It was derived from the Wischmeier et al. (1971) Soil Erodibility Nomograph and uses average particle-size distribution curves for the various textural classes. The K factor class lines on the Textural Triangle Nomograph are designed for soils with 2% organic matter, structure other than granular, and normal permeability for the textural class. Adjustments are made for properties outside these limits.
The Erickson Textural Triangle nomograph is utilized primarily for two reasons: (i) lack of quantitative data, particularly on very fine sand, needed to successfully use the Wischmeier nomograph and (ii) because it is easier and faster to use in field settings, where the texture by the feel method can be used to produce reasonable results in the absence of laboratory data.
To evaluate results from the two nomographs, comparisons were made using data from topsoils in the Lake Tahoe Basin. Results were analyzed for consistency in determining the K factor.
Use of Erodibility Nomographs in the Lake Tahoe Basin
In 1987, the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) established the Individual Parcel Evaluation System (lPES) to evaluate vacant residential parcels for suitability for development. The K factor is a major component of IPES. It helps predict the degree of sensitivity to runoff carrying pollutants as parcels ofland undergo more intensive use. About 12 000 parcels were evaluated in a 2-yr period. Many parcels were assigned K factors from the USDA-NRCS Soil Interpretation Record. In cases where unnamed soils were identified, the Erickson nomograph ( Fig.  1) was used in the field to determine K value for the surface horizon. Unnamed soils, as dictated by the IPES Soils Procedures Manual (Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, 1987) , are ones that varied significantly from established soil units in the published report Soil Survey of the Lake Tahoe Basin. California-Nevada (Rogers, 1974) . Erickson's Textural Triangle Nomograph was selected to determine the K factor for unnamed soils because of the same advantages that the NRCS found in its use. Debate among professional soil scientists and appeals by private property owners prompted a comparison of the two nomographs.
